
Principal of 25th Public Primary School of the 

Municipality of Acharnes (Eastern Attica), Greece 

 



As a Primary School Principal, is the culture of the 

School  of the 21th Century to diffuse among colleagues, 

where sharing ideas is a joyful experience, the 

application of good practices an everyday procedure and 

collaboration a reality.  

I also try to improve the quality of the educational 

process through the European orientation of the School, 

utilizing and adapting the principles of the Commission of 

the European Communities concerning the Schools of 

the 21th Century, particularly in the following areas as 

that referred to   COM/2008/425/FINAL  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0425:FIN:EN:PDF


No school system provides exactly the same 

educational opportunities for all pupils.  

Every learner’s needs differ.   

Every classroom is a place of diversity: of gender, 

socioeconomic groups, ability or disability, mother 

tongues and learning styles.  

Improving competences means teaching learners in a 

more personalized way. 

 



If we become aware that the prosperity of Europe is 

dependent only from the active participation of young 

people, then we will understand that we all need to “look 

again” schools of 21th Century.  

Children attainment in compulsory education has a 

strong direct impact on their later social  participation, 

further education or training, and wages.  

 



The most successful school education systems build 

high expectations for all pupils, particularly those who do 

not experience high expectations at home.  

School should seek to ensure that no “failure” is seen 

as definite and no pupil leaves school believing that he 

or she is  “unable” to learn.    

 



To acquire competences, learners need, from an early age, to 

“learn to learn” by reflecting critically on their learning aims, 

managing their learning with self-discipline, working autonomously 

and collaboratively, seeking information and support when 

necessary, and using all the opportunities of new technology.  

Schools should offer a more flexible learning environment that 

helps students develop a range of competencies, while retaining a 

grounding in basic skills.  

Proposed approaches includes new pedagogies, cross-curricular 

approaches to supplement single-subject teaching and greater 

involvement of students in the design of their own learning.  

The education element of the Knowledge triangle “research-

innovation-education” should be strengthened, starting early-in 

schools. 

 



 Schools should develop as “learning communities”, 

to be able to adapt continuously to their changing 

environment, and to the changing needs of pupils, staff 

and parents, their key partners. 

 



Teachers quality is the most important within-school 

factor affecting student performance.  

Staff need the skills to give every pupil adequate 

opportunities to acquire necessary competences in a 

safe and attractive school environment based on mutual 

respect and cooperation, which promotes social, 

physical and mental well-being and where bulling and 

violence have no place.  

 



Schools are increasingly complex and autonomous 

organizations. Their effective leadership requires diverse 

skills.  

The trend is for more collaborative management styles 

and distributed leadership.  

Recent evidence suggests that school leadership 

should re-focus on tasks that are most effective in 

improving student learning, that distributing school 

leadership tasks can improve school effectiveness  and 

that those who involved in leadership require adequate 

training and preparation throughout their careers. 

 



3D puzzle construction of International Space Station 

Our solar system   



 Our School is seeking to strengthen the education 

of its pupils in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM),and therefore has participated to 

the celebration of the 2013 World Space Week by 

organizing several events during 4-10 October 2013.  

 



Report of Events as cataloged on the website of the 

World Space Week Association 
http://www.worldspaceweek.org/wsw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article

&catid=7:basics&id=91:eventdetails&Itemid=135&eventID=5028 

 Reportage registered on the European Space Agency site. 
http://www.esa.int/ell/ESA_in_your_country/Greece/Anakhalypse_ton_episthemona

_he_ton_mechanikho_poy_krhuveis_mhesa_soy       

 Reportage of local press from school events 
http://menidiatis.blogspot.gr/2013/10/25_16.html 

http://www.doxthi.gr/images/stories/arxeio-teyxwn/173.pdf 
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For three years now I have been trying to integrate to the classes that I 

teach the European dimension in key thematic subjects in all courses, 

through the Action named “students4europe.eu The European Vision -

Training on European Union.”  The selected title anticipates the pursuit 

of that objective. 

My goal is to boost the European Dimension of Education in the 

context of the knowledge society, while focusing on Key competences 

for lifelong learning  and promote these, as defined in the European 

Union regarding knowledge, skills and attitudes.  

The creation of a website  students4europe.eu was created in order to 

highlight and promote the work of educating students in order to gain 

European consciousness through their training on a variety of issues 

concerning the European Union and many areas it operates. 

 

http://www.students4europe.eu/
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Other project activities and innovative programs we have implemented in our 

classes related to the subjects of: 

Safer Internet Surfing 

Every day life issues 

Confronting and dealing with emotions such as fear, jealousy, anger, insecurity 

Programs teaching students how to get about with safety as pedestrians or later 

as drivers 

Programs combining science (space) with ancient Greek mythology (names of 

planets, stars….) 

Eating and nutritional habits 

Health Education programs 

Special needs education Programs 

Physical education Programs (athletic spirit and volunteering)                                                                                           

Child Rights  

Consumer education programs 

Forgotten professions  

Environmental programs to reduce our ecological footprint 

 



 We also participated in European 

competitions (ESA mascot) and “the European 

Citizen” regarding the rights of children. One 

student was awarded for her participation in 

artistic expression 

 




